Media Release for immediate Use

IOU presents
Waylaid
Ancient myth and modern transport collide in a place not found on any map!
IOU launches a national tour of a new show - Waylaid.   This darkly humorous small scale show is presented in a giant dome erected outdoors.   It has a dreamlike atmosphere akin to suspended animation or an out-of-body experience.   It explores what goes through one woman's mind in the immediate aftermath of a car accident, between the moment of impact and the arrival of the ambulance as she lies unconscious at the snow-covered crash scene.    Using wireless headphones to deliver the sound straight between your ears, the show creates an intense intimacy where the woman's thoughts become your own.    

A woman awakes to find herself frozen and tethered in a snow-covered desert. The only evidence of how she came to be here is a wrecked car.  As she gathers her thoughts, the inhabitants of this wilderness emerge and dissolve in the whiteness - alarming and engaging, propelling her forward and hemming her in. 

Cocooned within an igloo-like dome and equipped with your own personal stereo, you join the woman on her journey as she attempts to make an escape. Funny, disturbing and moving, Waylaid transports you to a starkly optimistic inner world. 

This show is touring as part of a range of activities that use IOU’s 30th anniversary to focus on an expertise and experience characterised by a mix of visual imagery, intricate music and theatrical ingenuity.   Since 1976, Internationally renowned IOU has created a variety of work including site-specific events, indoor and outdoor touring theatre, video, installations and exhibitions.  All its work has been commissioned from festivals and venues as diverse as the South Bank Centre, Warwick Arts Centre, Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival and Copenhagen - European City of Culture.

"IOU occupies a position in the contemporary arts and performance arena where it is considered to be a model of excellence both nationally and internationally, a position it rightly deserves.  The often surreal and fantastic narratives are a means of transporting the audience to a world of possibilities which are dreamlike yet present opportunities for contemplating the ordinary and familiar things around us.   This is an important part of IOU's aesthetic approach and cultural identity.  On reviewing thirty years of work, you begin to appreciate how everything is beautifully made, from costumes to machines, revealing an in-depth understanding of art, materials and mechanics."     
Russell Roberts

Head & Senior Curator of Photography, National Museum of Photography, Film & TV 2005

.....ends.....

Editor’s notes:

The audience is seated in a giant dome erected outdoors.   They should dress for the outdoor climate.    The show lasts 70 minutes with no interval and is suitable for people aged 14 years and over.    Waylaid has been developed with funds made available by the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. IOU is funded by Arts Council England.   
Tour Dates

Mar 23 & 24

Halifax





Dean Clough Mills, HX3 5AX




at 2pm and 7.30pm
Box office:   01422 255 266

May 3


Melton Mowbray




Brooksby Hall Grounds, Brooksby, Melton Mowbray, LE14 2LJ




promoted by Melton Theatre










at 2pm and 7.30pm
Box office:   01664 851111

May 11 & 12

Manchester





Platt Fields Park off Wilmslow Road promoted by MIA with Contact Theatre




at 7pm and 10pm
Box office:   0161 274 0600

May 27 & 28  

Uppermill, Oldham




King George V Park, off High Street, Uppermill




promoted by Oldham Arts & Events with Contact Theatre




at 2.30pm and 7.30pm
Box Office:   0161 274 0600 

June 8 & 9

Falmouth                 





Events Square in front of The National Maritime Museum, Cornwall




Discovery Quay, Falmouth, TR11 3QY



promoted by Carn to Cove and supported by Venue Cornwall




at 1.30pm & 7.30pm on Friday 8th and 4pm & 7.30pm on Saturday 9th



Box office:   01326 212300 

June 12 

Looe






Looe Community School, Sunrising, Looe,  PL13 1NQ 




promoted by Sterts Arts Centreand supported by Venue Cornwall




at 2.30pm and 7.30pm
Box office:   01579 362382 

June 15 &16

Plymouth





Armada Way Piazza in the heart of the city centre's shopping precinct 




promoted by Barbican Theatre and supported by Venue Cornwall



at 2.30pm and 7.30pm
Box office:   01752 267222

Aug 2, 3 & 4

Stockton-on-Tees




as part of Stockton International Riverside Festival 





on 01642 528130 

Sept 1 & 2

Kendal






Gooseholme Park, Kendal




as part of Mintfest - Kendal International Festival of Street Arts


 

at 3pm and 8pm
Box office:   01539 725133

October 6

Poole






Lighthouse Arts Centre, Kingland Road, Poole, BH15 1UG 




at 2pm and 7.30pm
Box office:   08700668701 

October 18 

Ormskirk





in the grounds of Edge Hill University, St Helens Road, Ormskirk, L39 4QP  
 

promoted by The Rose Theatre





at 2pm and 7.30pm
Box office:   01695 584480

Press images and usage:

Attached are low resolution production images.  For high quality images, please go to www.iouproductions.com, click on ‘information’ and then ‘press’.  

Photo credit = IOU/David Wheeler 

Please do not crop images or overlay text without permission from Richard Sobey on richard@iouproductions.com or 0788 755 0134.

A photo opportunity can be arranged.

A video trailer can be view on You Tube – search = waylaid or use link:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0eDsjAFg_A  
For further information, please contact Richard Sobey, Executive Producer on + 44 (0) 788 755 0134 or + 44 (0) 1422 369217 or richard@iouproductions.com     

IOU, Dean Clough Mills, Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX3 5AX, UK

